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Meeting Date:  Tuesday, September 9, 2014. 
 
Meeting Location:  Washington County Fire District #2 Conference Room, 31370 NW Commercial St. 
North Plains, Oregon. 
 
Voting Members Present: Anapreet Kaur Gill (North Plains Senior Plaza), David Hatcher (IT Business 
Solutions), Tony Montes (St. Edward Parish), Steve Centoni (Mountaindale Sun Resort), Jenni 
McCoy (Stearns Lending, LLC), Lonnie Knodel (The Knodel Team / Re/Max Equity Group). 9 voting 
Members present including Directors. 
 
Associate Members Present:  Ray Deeth (Banks Chamber of Commerce). 
 
Directors Present:  Russ Sheldon (Knights of Pythias)-President, Cindy Hirst (Individual)-Secretary, 
Stewart King (Tri-Star Properties, Inc.)-Treasurer. 
 
Directors Absent:  Mitch Ward (Individual)-Vice President, Butch Kindel (Individual)-Director, Jon 
Thomas (Recology)-Director, Cindy Korstad (Korstad Real Estate Group)-Director. 
 
Guests Present:  Jennifer Kline (Stearns Lending, LLC), Andy Duyck (Washington County), Stephen 
Roberts (Washington County). 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER – Russ Sheldon called the meeting to order at 12:09pm. 

  
2. INTRODUCTION OF NEW BUSINESS MEMBER – The Knodel Team / Re/Max Equity Group – 

Jewell and Lonnie Knodel. Lonnie Knodel was present and Jewell Knodel attended the August 
Membership meeting. 
  

3. PRESENTATION – Stephen Roberts, Communications Coordinator Washington County 
Department of Land Use & Transportation.  MEASURE 34-221:  COUNTY VEHICLE LICENSE 
FEE.  Current funding sources for road maintenance are not keeping up with increasing costs. 
Washington County is asking voters to consider a countywide vehicle registration fee of $30 per 
year to help the county and cities maintain our roads now before it costs more to make repairs 
later. Stephen Roberts from Washington County’s Department of Land Use & Transportation and 
will provide an overview of the proposed fee and answer questions.  This is your opportunity to 
gain more knowledge about how the funds will be collected and used. 

 
Russ Sheldon introduced Stephen Roberts and County Commission Chair Andy Duyck. 
 
Andy Duyck said the law is very clear about public municipalities advocating for specific 
measures. Stephen Roberts is here to give the factual information about the need.  Public tax 
dollars cannot be spent advocating for the measure and that’s why he is here.  As an elected 
official, he can say anything about the measure.  If Stephen Roberts cannot answer a question 
because it would be advocating for the measure, he can answer the question. 
 
Stephen Roberts said the vehicle registration fee that is proposed is $30 for each vehicle and $17 
for each motorcycle.  The primary purpose of the fee is road maintenance. 
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The County is finding it difficult every year to keep up with the maintenance of roads.  Costs are 
rising and the road system is expanding.  About half of the County road maintenance funds come 
from the gas tax; a quarter from the truck weight-mile tax (for trucks over 26,000 lbs), and one 
quarter comes from state registration fees. 
 
The reasons for keeping the roads maintained are self-explanatory.  It is critical to keep our local 
economy healthy and growing.  If you are spending a lot of time on the road stuck in traffic this 
can affect our quality of life.  And of course it is critical for emergency response. 
 
The objective of this fee is that it would give us additional funding to bolster preventative road 
maintenance to be more pro-active in the treatment of roads before they get into a bad condition.  
Part of the challenge is that it is difficult to cultivate a fee around this.  As you look around, many 
of the roads are in good condition. The numbers are telling us that the average condition around 
the County has fallen 10 points over the years.   
 
What we are trying to avoid is the position that Portland is now in.  Washington County is looking 
at generating about $12.8 million, $5.1 million of that would go to the cities in the County.   
 
The gas tax could be increased, but the problem with the gas tax is that many people are 
switching to hybrid cars and more economical cars, so the actual revenue from the gas tax has 
declined.  That decline will only accelerate in the future. 
 
We could use other funds, but the General Fund monies are already spoken for.  Funding options 
are limited. 
 
Some of the reasons the County is looking at the vehicle registration fee is that it is user based.  
For example, water bills have a base use and then you are charged on the amount you use.  This 
fee is charged for every vehicle that is on the road.  This complements all other funding like the 
gas tax.  The administrative costs the State would take out is below ½% so another type of 
funding system does not have to be set up.  Also, the funds stay here in Washington County. 
 
The fee would be $30 per year for passenger cars and trucks and $17 per year for motorcycles 
and mopeds.  Cindy Hirst asked about trucks that were not charged the weight-mile tax.  Would 
those trucks be assessed the $30 fee?  The answer is yes. 
 
A lot of the restrictions on this fee are spelled out in the State statutes, so there is not a lot of 
flexibility.  The legislation that allows the County to enact the fee allows the County Board to enact 
the fee without a vote.  However, the Washington County Board chose to let the voters decide.  
The State legislation also allows the County to impose a fee of up to $43 per vehicle.  The Board 
tried to find a good balance with the needs. 
 
Andy Duyck said the Board wanted to demonstrate that $30 would make a definite impact in the 
system before, and if, the fee was increased.  With $30 it will get us where we really need to be.  
The $43 would have allowed us to repair a lot of the bridges, but the Board decided to keep it at 
$30.  The funding mechanisms are changing and we don’t know what the future will bring.  If 
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anybody believes that everybody will be driving gas-fueled cars in the future, they are not looking 
at the trends.  The trends are to electric cars and more fuel-efficient cars.  Even if you tripled the 
gas tax for an electric car, 100% of zero is still zero.  As we move to the new model of vehicles, 
we have to move to a new model of funding. 
 
Ray Deeth said that at $30 per vehicle, that means that every two years when he gets his 
registration, there will be another $60 on my registration.  Andy Duyck said that he used to drive a 
truck that got 10 miles per gallon.  When he was elected Board Chair, he bought a Volkswagen 
Jetta and that gets 50 miles to the gallon.  He is paying only 20% of the gas tax he paid before 
and he is driving more.  That is being replicated more and more, and that is the future trend. 
 
Ray Deeth asked about vintage cars being exempt.  Stephen Roberts said that exempt vehicles 
are controlled by State statutes.  Vehicles exempt would be farm, school and government 
vehicles, antique or special interest.  Antique means it has to be older than 1956, and that 
changes every few years.  Special interest vehicles have to be over 25 years old, and the reason 
behind the exemption for these vehicles is that it is assumed that the vehicles are not used on a 
regular basis.  Other exemptions include motor homes, campers and travel trailers and vehicles 
owned by disabled veterans and trucks already paying the weight-mile tax.  Cindy Hirst asked if 
the vehicles owned by disabled veterans would be determined by the special plates that are 
issued.  Stephen Roberts said yes. 
 
Stephen Roberts said that there is a lot of misinformation out in the public and said that gas tax 
dollars, weight-mile taxes and current vehicle registration fees have to be used on roads.  They 
can’t be used for off-street trails or visitor centers.  The additional vehicle registration fee would 
also have to be used in the same manner.  The fee would be enacted by an ordinance approved 
by the County Board subject to voter approval.   
 
The cities would receive 40% of the funds and it could be used according to State statutes, which 
would be only for roads.  The cities have a little more flexibility on the use of funds.  They could be 
used for any project within the street right-of-way such as bicycle lanes and sidewalks. 
 
David Hatcher asked how much the City of North Plains would receive.  Stephen Roberts said the 
City of North Plains would receive about $30,000 a year.   
 
Ray Deeth wanted to clarify that the cities would receive 40% of the funds collected.  Stephen 
Roberts said yes, that is correct.  Banks and North Plains are pretty comparable in the amount 
they would receive. 
 
Jenni McCoy asked if the amount would be reviewed every year because North Plains will have 
another 200 homes next year.  Stephen Roberts said it would be based on population estimates 
that are updated every year by Portland State University.  As the City grows, their share would 
also grow. 
 
Jenni McCoy asked if the funds could be used for sidewalks.  Stephen Roberts said the City would 
have the discretion on public roads to construct sidewalks. 
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Stewart King asked what would not fall under State statutes for the use of funds.  Stephen 
Roberts said the funds could not be used for anything that is not in conjunction with a roadway.  
For example, a separate walkway from the road could not be funded.  Andy Duyck said if bike 
paths were a part of the roadway, the funds could be used.  There is no registration fee for bikes. 
 
Steve Centoni asked if the Board has any plans to register bikes.  Andy Duyck said no.  Stephen 
Roberts said it gets back to the State statutes and the County has no authority to do that.  Steve 
Centoni asked if the Board has had any discussion about that.  Andy Duyck said that at the Board 
level, they constantly have that discussion.  They do not have the authority to do anything.  The 
discussion has been about whether the cost of administering that type of program would eat up all 
of the revenue, and the answer at this time is yes.  Studies have shown that the administration 
would take up most of the revenue. 
 
Stephen Roberts said that in the City of Portland which has a high number of bicycles, 90% of the 
bike owners also own a vehicle.  In Washington County, the percentage is probably 98%, so most 
of the bicyclists would be paying the vehicle registration fee.   
 
Andy Duyck said the majority of bicycle owners are also property owners.  They are paying 
property taxes for the Major Streets Traffic Improvement Program (MSTIP) which increases the 
capacity of roads.  He said the Board has tried to be pragmatic.  Are they going to be able to solve 
the problem by enacting some type of bicycle tax?  If they cannot solve the problem, then it 
shouldn’t be done. 
 
Andy Duyck said the Board focuses a lot on cyclists who are using these facilities, but we forget 
about the electric car owners who are getting a free pass also.  Steve Centoni said he is not 
against the cyclists, but when you come upon a pack of bicycles on a rural road who will not let 
you around, and end up doing 20 mph for five miles.  He asked if that was discussed by the 
Board.  Andy Duyck said yes, but that type of issue is more of a law enforcement issue, making 
sure that they follow the law. 
 
Stephen Roberts said that the County will be receiving some GainShare funds and one of the 
things they are looking at is bicycle lane improvements on rural roads. 
 
Stephen Roberts said that we want to get ahead of the problem now.  We don’t want to find 
ourselves in the same position Portland finds itself by asking for a huge amount at one time.  The 
vehicle miles people are traveling is less on a national basis.  We have to look at diversifying our 
funding.  One dollar spent on road maintenance now saves $5 to $10 in repair or reconstruction 
costs later. 
 
David Hatcher asked when the fee would be enacted if it passed in November.  Stephen Roberts 
said it would take effect January 1, 2016.  So vehicle owners who registered a new vehicle or 
renewed their registration after that date would pay the new fee.  This will give a whole year to get 
the word out so people are prepared. 
 
What will happen is that ODOT will send a check each month to the County and the County would 
send the funds to the City.  It is the same model that is used on distributing the gas tax funds.   
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Andy Duyck said that transportation funding is very complicated.  It comes from a lot of different 
sources and depends on whether you are doing capital construction or maintenance, whether 
urban or rural, or state, federal or local streets.  He has asked Stephen Roberts to show a chart 
outlining the different revenues and expenses.  He said you have to remember to separate capital 
expense and maintenance expense, and many people think of these as the same.   
 
Russ Sheldon asked how much of a percentage that is collected in gas tax per mile and with the 
new fee, less the cost of administration, what is the percentage of work is contracted out and how 
much is done by the County?  Andy Duyck said most of the maintenance is done in house and 
most of the new construction is contracted. 
 
Stewart King asked about the fee for people who have multiple vehicles and perhaps one vehicle 
is not used much.  Andy Duyck said there is probably not a tax out there that is fully acceptable.  
For example, there has been a discussion about the gas tax being paid by people who are out in 
the rural area and driving more miles.  There is cost to vehicle ownership such as insurance, and 
the registration fee will be a cost of ownership of a vehicle no matter how much use it gets. 
 
Stephen Roberts said that the amount of work that is contracted out has increased over time.  
Russ Sheldon said if there is a fee, you would want to see more of that money go back out to the 
private sector and using the money more efficiently.  Stephen Roberts said the County has taken 
a hard look at the services that can be contracted out and are trying to do more.   
 
Stephen Roberts showed a chart (included in attachment) from which area current road funding is 
received.  He also showed the 2012-2013 Road Fund Spending by category which showed 
Operations and Maintenance equaled 79.2%.  He showed County Fuel Sales since 2008.   
 
Andy Duyck said one of the questions he frequently gets is that the price of fuel has increased 
over the years so the revenue should have also increased.  He said that the gas tax is a price per 
gallon and the price of fuel fluctuates, but the amount per gallon for tax remains the same. 
 
Anapreet Kaur Gill asked what happens if the voters say no.  Andy Duyck said the Board 
discussed this earlier today.  The options are to bring it back to the voters later, or do we start to 
set priorities and some roads won’t be maintained.  He has been on the Board long enough to 
remember that the County started turning some roads back into gravel.  That is not a threat, but it 
may become a reality.  Decisions will need to be made how to spend the dollars available.  The 
County has done a good job of keeping the roads in good condition. 
 
Stephen Thomas said the Board has adopted a matrix for funding priorities.  For example, urban 
roads get priority over rural roads. Major transportation roads take priority over lesser roads.  
Currently the County is struggling to maintain the rural roads. 
 
David Hatcher said now they are starting the process to tell the public.  He is for the measure, but 
everyone else he has talked to is against the measure.  He wanted to know how the County would 
be getting the word out. 
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Andy Duyck said the campaign committee did have a large plan to get the word out, but that’s not 
happening now.  The campaign budget is down to $40,000 to $50,000.  He has been trying to 
raise money for the campaign because it doesn’t make a difference how good the program, if you 
can’t get the word out, it won’t make a difference.   
 
Andy Duyck said the best advertising that can be done is talking to you, and if you talk to others, 
we’ll get the word out.  David Hatcher said he gets it because he’s concerned about North Plains 
roads in the future. 
 
Steve Centoni asked about the system development fees being used for the roads.  Andy Duyck 
said those funds can only be used for new construction.  Steve Centoni asked if a portion of the 
development fees are going into the construction by the new development in North Plains.  David 
Hatcher said yes. 
 
Stephen Roberts said the North Plains City Council would decide on how to spend their share of 
the vehicle registration fee funds.  
 
Ray Deeth said he was really against it, but then thinking about the City of Banks’ budget, maybe 
they can get a block or two done with $30,000. 
 
Steve Centoni said he came into the meeting totally against the fee.  However, after listening 
today he will probably vote for it.  His concern is that the City uses it right. 
 
Stephen Roberts said Hillsboro and Tigard have gone to a street-use fee and that’s another local 
mechanism that can help raise funds.  
 
Andy Duyck asked attendees if they feel convinced enough to write letters to the editor?  The 
Oregonian has just endorsed the measure and Pamplin Media will also be coming out for it. 
 
Cindy Hirst said that the City’s newsletter is being prepared and perhaps information can be 
included.  Stephen Roberts said they are working with all of the cities in providing information. 
 
Andy Duyck said the Board did discuss raising the fee $5 or $10 at a time.  The State DMV has 
such an antiquated computer system that the County only gets one chance at it. 
 
(Attached is a copy of the full presentation by Stephen Roberts.) 
 
Anapreet Kaur Gill left at 1:00pm 
 

3. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES – AUGUST 12, 2014.  
 
ACTION:  Motion by Stewart King to approve the minutes for August 12, 2014 as written.  
Second by Tony Montes.  Vote:  8-0-0.  Yes-David Hatcher, Tony Montes, Steve Centoni, 
Stewart King, Jenni McCoy, Cindy Hirst, Russ Sheldon, Lonnie Knodel.  No-none.  Abstain-
none. 
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4. BUSINESS ANNOUNCEMENTS.   
 
Cindy Hirst thanked Sharil Davis at Hits the Spot Café for preparing the spaghetti lunch. 
 
The October 14th meeting will be Oktoberfest!  Lunch will be sausage, sauerkraut and mashed 
potatoes with additional items. 
 
Also at the October 14th meeting, there will be a drawing for all in attendance.  Prizes will be: 
 
 18 holes of golf for one at Quail Valley Golf Course 
 T-shirts from the 2014 Elephant Garlic Festival 
 
Cindy Hirst also announced that the Siebers’ have sold Geraldi’s Restaurant.  The new owner is 
Jon Teninty.  He has been a manager for Godfather’s Pizza for many years.  He was not available 
for the meeting today, but we hope he will be attending in the future. 
 
Mitch Braning will be opening a Summa Real Estate office in North Plains in October.  It will be 
located next to the ShyLe’e Salon on Commercial Street.  Lisa Jurgensen, who was at our August 
meeting, is a realtor with Summa and will also be working out of the North Plains office.  Mitch 
Braning has just opened an office in Banks and will own the office in North Plains.  He is working 
out an agreement with our member Jenni McCoy of Stearns Lending to share the office. 
 
Two other items that are included in the agenda packet.  The Friends of Historic Forest Grove is 
having their 2014 Tour of Historic Homes on Sunday, September 28th from 1:00pm to 5:00 pm.  
The Tour is sponsored by the Forest Grove/Cornelius Chamber of Commerce, Urban Decanter, A 
Framer’s Touch and Corner Antiques and Collectibles.  Tickets in advance are $12 and can be 
purchased online at historicforestgrove.org.  Tickets the day of the Tour can be purchased at the 
Old Train Station at 19th and Main from 12:30pm to 3:00pm.  Cost is $15 for adults, $12 for 
Seniors and $7 for Students.  Children under 12 are free. 
 
The P.E.O. is a philanthropic organization where women celebrate the advancement of women; 
educate women through scholarships, grants, awards, loans and stewardship of Cottey College 
and motivate women to achieve their highest aspirations. The P.E.O. Oregon Chapter is 
sponsoring two presentations called Compassion, Genocide and the Other about the Holocaust.  
All proceeds will benefit the P.E.O. Scholarship Funds. Cottey College for Women is located east 
of Wichita, Kansas, in the town of Nevada, Missouri.  All of the information for September 21st is in 
the handout along with a web address. 
 

5. FINANCIAL REPORT.  
 
Stewart King reviewed the Financial Statement: 
 
General Account: 

Income: 
$  41.00  August Chamber Lunch Proceeds 
$345.00  Golf Sponsorship 
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$100.00  Membership Fee 
$135.00  Membership Fee 

Expenses: 
$163.00  Magnets given away at the Garlic Festival. 
$300.00  Chamber Banner 
$125.00  Thursday Market Music 
$100.00  Visitor Center Rent 
$234.86  Lunch & Supplies 
$  48.40  Deposit Slip Order 
$  20.00  Chamber Phone 
 
Checks Outstanding: 
$     75.00  Thursday Market Music 
$   125.00  Thursday Market Music 
$     50.00  State of Oregon Registration 
$1,000.00  Donation for the 4th of July Celebration 

 
Balance in the General Checking Account is $6,076.42. 
 
Income in the Money Market account was 7 cents.  Balance in the account is $7,923.28.  Total 
accounts balance is $13,999.70. 

 
ACTION:  Motion by Tony Montes to approve the Financial Report for August 12 to 
September 9, 2014 as written.  Second by David Hatcher.  Vote:  8-0-0.  Yes-David Hatcher, 
Tony Montes, Steve Centoni, Stewart King, Jenni McCoy, Cindy Hirst, Russ Sheldon, 
Lonnie Knodel.  No-none.  Abstain-none. 
 

6. OLD BUSINESS –  
 

a. Update on the Visitor Information Center Activities.   
 
Russ Sheldon said that on Friday the Washington County Visitors Association (WCVA) 
installed the information kiosk in the salon.  It has a touch screen.  Chamber Members 
might familiarize themselves with the touch screen and explore it.  This will complement 
some of the other information that is available.  Currently the website needs to be reset so 
that the current location will be set up for North Plains. It is mounted on the wall.  The 
information gathering is in process and expansion for North Plains will happen.  Right now 
there is more to do, but we are getting connected to the County.   
 
He said the ultimate goal is to get the outdoor kiosk in the communities, which cost 
$65,000. 
 
Cindy Hirst reported that the Chamber’s Visitor Information Center table was set up in 
Jessie Mays Community Hall all three days of the Elephant Garlic Festival.   
 
Our volunteers were: 
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 Jenni McCoy of Stearns Lending LLC 
 Jennifer Kline of Stearns Lending LLC 
 Cindy Korstad of Korstad Real Estate Group 
 Jennifer South of Christmas Mountain 
 Anapreet Kaur Gill of North Plains Senior Plaza 
 Hildegard Miles 
 Shirley Dunlap 
 Teri Lenahan 
 
Thank you to all of them for spending time talking with visitors. 
 
Our goal was to provide information to 500 visitors and there were 502 visitors from 
Washington County, Multnomah County, Salem, Albany, Washington State, Texas, New 
York, South Carolina, Mississippi, Illinois, Indiana, Japan, Monaco and Italy. 
 
There were many people from the North Plains area who did not know about some of the 
businesses in our area, showing that we need to do some education. 
 
We custom-printed 500 temporary tattoos of Stinkee and gave away all but a handful.  The 
custom-printed magnets were not as popular, but we gave away about half of the 500 
printed. 
 
With the visitors from the 4th of July Celebration and Elephant Garlic Festival, we have 
recorded over 750 visitors in two months.  We have 10 more months to achieve the 250 
more required. 
 
Stewart King said last Saturday was the Golf Tournament.  The Committee had trouble 
getting the word out and the computer took a long time to get set up for payment.  
Everyone who showed up had a great time.  The winning team was TriStar Properties. 
 
The membership approved a $1,000 donation to the City of North Plains for the 4th of July 
Celebration.  The Chamber President has the check to present to the City. 
 
Steve Centoni left at 1:26 pm. 
 

7. NEW BUSINESS –   
 
a. Membership Discussion – Request by “Save Our Roads” Campaign to support Washington 

County Measure 34-221-County Vehicle License Fee. 
 
Cindy Hirst suggested tabling the discussion for this item and item b until the next meeting 
because the conference room needed to be cleared and there would not be time for 
enough discussion. 
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David Hatcher has mixed feelings about this discussion.  He will support whatever the 
Chamber decides, but his concern is the contentiousness of a discussion concerning a 
political issue since the weight of the membership isn’t here today. 
 
Russ Sheldon said the two items were tabled until October. 

 
b. Membership Discussion - Public Affairs Council Requests – No on 92 Coalition 
 

(1) Request for the North Plains Chamber to Join the “No on 92” Coalition.   
 

(2) Request to Distribute “No on 92” Information to Chamber Members.   
 
(See discussion and decision in ‘a’ above.) 

 
8. REPORT FROM THE CITY.   Martha DeBry did not attend the meeting today. 

 
9. MEETING REMINDERS. 

 
 Next Regular Membership Meeting:  October 14, 2014, 12:00 noon at Washington County Fire 
District #2 Conference Room, 31370 NW Commercial St., North Plains.  Presentation to be 
announced.  Cindy Hirst has asked both Joe Gallegos and Dan Mason, candidates for House Rep 
District #30. 

 
Next Regular Board Meeting:  Wednesday, September 24, 2014, 6:00pm at the North Plains 
Senior Center, 31450 NW Commercial St, North Plains. It is an open meeting and all are invited to 
attend. 
 

10. ADJOURNMENT.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:30pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 7th Annual North Plains Chili Cook-off – Thursday, October 16, 6:00 pm, Jessie Mays 
Community Hall.  www.npfun.org/chili-cook-off 

 2nd Annual North Plains Pumpkin Fun Run and Costume Parade – Saturday, 
October 25.   www.npfun.org/pumpkin-run--costume-parade 

 11th Annual North Plains Jingle – Thursday, December 4, 6:30 pm, Jessie Mays 
Community Hall.  www.npfun.org/jingle 

http://www.npfun.org/pumpkin-run--costume-parade
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o NPCC Member Sign-in for September 9, 2014.
. NPCC Guest Sign-in for September 9, 2014.
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o Public Affairs Council Request for Chamber to Support No on 92.
o Public Affairs Council Request to Distribute No on g2 lnformation.
o E-mail Regular Meeting Minutes September g, 2014, Sent September 21,2014.
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North Plains Chamber of Commerce

From: North Plains Chamber of Commerce <admin@northplainschamberofcommerce.org>
Sent: Saturday, September 06, 2014 1:53 PM
To: All North Plains Chamber of Commerce Members
Subject: North Plains Chamber of Commerce Regular Member Meeting Announcement for September 

9, 2014
Attachments: NPCC Regular Member Meeting Agenda Packet 09-09-2014 Sent 09-06-2014.pdf

Notice to All Members:  The North Plains Chamber has been asked 
by two different organizations to officially support their position on 
two Measures which will be on the November ballot.  These 
discussions are on the meeting agenda.  Information on Measure 
90 is included in the attached agenda packet. 

 
 
 
 

NORTH PLAINS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
REGULAR MEMBER MEETING SEPTEMBER 9, 2014 

 
 

Tuesday, September 09, 2014 
12:00 noon Luncheon 

Washington County Fire District #2 Conference Room 
31370 NW Commercial St. 

North Plains, OR 97133 
 
 

Featured Speaker 
 

Stephen Roberts 
Communications Coordinator 

Washington County Department of Land Use & Transportation 
 

MEASURE 34-221:  COUNTY VEHICLE LICENSE FEE 
 

Current funding sources for road maintenance are not keeping up with increasing costs. Washington 
County is asking voters to consider a countywide vehicle registration fee of $30 per year to help the 

county and cities maintain our roads now before it costs more to make repairs later. Stephen Roberts from 
Washington County’s Department of Land Use & Transportation and will provide an overview of the 
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proposed fee and answer questions.  This is your opportunity to gain more knowledge about how the 
funds will be collected and used. 

 
 
 
 
 

Attached is the full agenda packet. 
Please let me know if you are not able to open the file. 
 
 
Cindy Hirst 
North Plains Chamber of Commerce 
Secretary 
503-647-2207 (Chamber) 
503-647-4600 (h) 
503-314-5065 (c) 
hirst@q.com 
chirst811@gmail.com 
admin@northplainschamberofcommerce.org 
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North Plains Chamber of Commerce

From: North Plains Chamber of Commerce <admin@northplainschamberofcommerce.org>
Sent: Saturday, September 06, 2014 1:58 PM
To: All North Plains Area Businesses 
Subject: North Plains Chamber of Commerce Meeting Announcement

Hello, 
 
You are receiving this e-mail from the North Plains Chamber of Commerce because you are doing business 
in the North Plains area. 
 
The Chamber Board is reaching out to the entire North Plains business community to keep everyone 
updated with business and social events in the area and business news you can use. 
 
We are not asking you to become a member of the Chamber to receive regular announcements.  The 
Chamber’s goal is to foster a North Plains business community that is informed and involved. 
 
If you do not want to be on our e-mail list, please “Reply” to this e-mail and enter “unsubscribe” in the subject 
line. 
 

The Chamber is inviting you to attend our next monthly meeting to listen to the 
Featured Speaker. 

 

Stephen Roberts 
Communications Coordinator 

Washington County Department of Land Use & Transportation 
 

MEASURE 34-221:  COUNTY VEHICLE LICENSE FEE 
 

Current funding sources for road maintenance are not keeping up with increasing costs. Washington 
County is asking voters to consider a countywide vehicle registration fee of $30 per year to help the 

county and cities maintain our roads now before it costs more to make repairs later. Stephen Roberts from 
Washington County’s Department of Land Use & Transportation and will provide an overview of the 

proposed fee and answer questions.  This is your opportunity to gain more knowledge about how the 
funds will be collected and used. 

 
 
 

Date:            Tuesday, September 9, 2014 
Time:            12:00 noon 
Location:     Conference Room 

Washington County Fire District #2 
31370 NW Commercial St. 
North Plains, OR 97133 
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There is no cost to attend and listen.  If you would like to have lunch with us, the cost is $5 per person for a 
Luncheon prepared by the Hits the Spot Cafe – Spaghetti with Meat Sauce and Garlic Bread.  Green Salad 
with dressing, dessert and beverages are also included. 
 
If you will join us for lunch, please “Reply” to this e-mail so we have a count for lunch.  Otherwise, you can 
just show up.    
 
We promise that you will not be asked to join the Chamber. 
 
 
Cindy Hirst 
North Plains Chamber of Commerce 
Secretary 
503-647-2207 (Chamber) 
503-647-4600 (h) 
503-314-5065 (c) 
hirst@q.com 
chirst811@gmail.com 
admin@northplainschamberofcommerce.org 
 
 
 



NORTH PLAINS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
REGULAR MEMBER MEETING AGENDA FOR SEPTEMBER 9, 2014 

 
MISSION STATEMENT: The North Plains Chamber of Commerce represents, advocates and works to 

strengthen the business environment. 
 
VISION STATEMENT: The North Plains Chamber of Commerce will help create a strong local economy 

through community promotion, representation of business interests in government 
and by providing networking opportunities for Member businesses. 
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Tuesday, September 9, 2014 
12:00 noon Luncheon 

Washington County Fire District #2 Conference Room 
31370 NW Commercial St. 
North Plains, OR  97133 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER – Members and Guests please sign in. 

  
2. INTRODUCTION OF NEW BUSINESS MEMBER – The Knodel Team / Re/Max Equity Group – 

Jewell and Lonnie Knodel.  
  

3. PRESENTATION –  
Stephen Roberts 

Communications Coordinator 
Washington County Department of Land Use & Transportation 

 
MEASURE 34-221:  COUNTY VEHICLE LICENSE FEE 

 
Current funding sources for road maintenance are not keeping up with increasing costs. 

Washington County is asking voters to consider a countywide vehicle registration fee of $30 per 
year to help the county and cities maintain our roads now before it costs more to make repairs 

later. Stephen Roberts from Washington County’s Department of Land Use & Transportation and 
will provide an overview of the proposed fee and answer questions.  This is your opportunity to 

gain more knowledge about how the funds will be collected and used. 
 

3. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES – AUGUST 12, 2014. – ACTION 
 

4. BUSINESS ANNOUNCEMENTS.   
This is the time when any Business may announce special happenings at their Business.  All 
announcements will be sent out by e-mail to all North Plains’ businesses on the day following the 
meeting.   
 

5. FINANCIAL REPORT. – ACTION 
 

6. OLD BUSINESS –  
 

a. Update on the Visitor Information Center Activities – Russ Sheldon. 
 
 



NORTH PLAINS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
REGULAR MEMBER MEETING AGENDA FOR SEPTEMBER 9, 2014 

 
MISSION STATEMENT: The North Plains Chamber of Commerce represents, advocates and works to 

strengthen the business environment. 
 
VISION STATEMENT: The North Plains Chamber of Commerce will help create a strong local economy 

through community promotion, representation of business interests in government 
and by providing networking opportunities for Member businesses. 
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7. NEW BUSINESS –   
 
a. Membership Discussion – Request by “Save Our Roads” Campaign to support Washington 

County Measure 34-221-County Vehicle License Fee. 
 

b. Membership Discussion - Public Affairs Council Requests – No on 92 Coalition 
 

(1) Request for the North Plains Chamber to Join the “No on 92” Coalition. 
(2) Request to Distribute “No on 92” Information to Chamber Members. 

 
8. REPORT FROM THE CITY – Martha DeBry. 

 
9. MEETING REMINDERS –  

  
Next Regular Membership Meeting:  October 14, 2014, 12:00 noon at Washington County 
Fire District #2 Conference Room, 31370 NW Commercial St., North Plains.  Presentation to 
be announced. 
 
Next Regular Board Meeting:  Wednesday, September 24, 2014, 6:00pm at the North Plains 
Senior Center, 31450 NW Commercial St, North Plains. It is an open meeting and all are 
invited to attend. 

 
10. ADJOURNMENT. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 7th Annual North Plains Chili Cook-off – Thursday, October 16, 6:00 pm, Jessie Mays 
Community Hall.  www.npfun.org/chili-cook-off 

 2nd Annual North Plains Pumpkin Fun Run and Costume Parade – Saturday, 
October 25.   www.npfun.org/pumpkin-run--costume-parade 

 11th Annual North Plains Jingle – Thursday, December 4, 6:30 pm, Jessie Mays 
Community Hall.  www.npfun.org/jingle 

http://www.npfun.org/pumpkin-run--costume-parade


NORTH PLAINS GHAMBER OF COMMERCE
REGULAR MEMBER MEETING SEPTEMBER 9,2014

MEMBER SIGN.IN

|!j.',t.*"' fri t;'"'; o;*,""U

.iJ

fr,lSS .\net.>cu-

-- 
!tir- b,r*ti,*, ,\,. i Sr, . ?e< {.di -T-

=(U*io, rs *f ,{'YrW,r,gs

SignaturePrint Name

ri ill$#dit*- t.
\ +\

i .\, *-, rrJ 1.{ *r tc- d u i L

Name of Organization or lndividual

t.T 13;,1n*:.5$ -1r...- i-r trri:(r-

/-fituutc {,-uaP*t*

Page 1 of 2
September 9,2014
NPCC Member Meeting Minutes\NPCC Member Sign-ln



c-i
c
.9)
U)

oo
f(,
o
Ooz
U'g
.E

o)
C
c)$o

5=Nh
O,E

-LtrtsqroO-O=

).6c)
O) O. !:/6 (l)tLo-az

$$

$l$

'6

I
TU

o
Co
-c(L

lUo=
ffiq

=trOmofi
ILF,1 0-vuJ z
EU' .T

q= *<H 
"-= u()u RoS \"

4=ls
o- M,-iF:)
E,O
oHz-

,,f!
(jj
\i\

.\

't\

\\\

S
ct*-

r-r\,-\.

(o
f
E
.=p
c
:c
Lo
c
.o
o
.Nco
o,
Lo
tso
q)

E
(gz
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WWW.CO.WASHINGTON.OR.US/VRF

Maintaining our roads is 
becoming more difficult:

• Current funding is not keeping 
pace with maintenance needs

• Costs are rising
• Bigger and older system 
• Growing maintenance backlog

Our Challenge

2



WWW.CO.WASHINGTON.OR.US/VRF

Roads are a lifeline, community 
connector and economic driver.

• Keep our local economy 
healthy and growing

• Protect our quality of life   
• Critical for emergency 

response when seconds count

Why Roads? Why Now?

3



WWW.CO.WASHINGTON.OR.US/VRF

Keeping Costs Down

4

Time to control costs:
• Delaying maintenance now will 

cost more later
• Repairs can cost up to 10 

times more
• It’s critical to avoid the “tipping 

point”



WWW.CO.WASHINGTON.OR.US/VRF

Our Options

5

How do we get there?
• Cost-cutting measures alone 

won’t close the gap
• Current funding options are 

limited:
 Gas tax revenues are 

projected to decline
 Other funds can’t be used



WWW.CO.WASHINGTON.OR.US/VRF

Vehicle Registration Fee (VRF):
• User-based
• Complements existing sources 
• Stable over time
• Practical and cost-effective to 

administer
• Funds stay in Washington 

County

A Local Solution

6



WWW.CO.WASHINGTON.OR.US/VRF

Proposed fee:
• $30 per year for most passenger 

cars and trucks owned by 
residents and businesses

• $17 per year for motorcycles and 
mopeds

• Collected with state registration fee

VRF Overview

$2.50 per month

7



WWW.CO.WASHINGTON.OR.US/VRF

VRF Exemptions

Vehicles exempt from county fee:
• Farm, school and government
• Antique or special interest
• Motor homes, campers and travel 

trailers
• Vehicles owned by disabled veterans
• Trucks weighing over 26,000 pounds 

(already pay weight-mile tax)

8



WWW.CO.WASHINGTON.OR.US/VRF

State law requires funds to be used 
exclusively for roads

• Projected revenue is about $12.8 
million annually

• Funds split 60% to county and 40% 
to cities (based on population)

•

This locally generated funding would only 
be used for roads in Washington County.

Use of VRF Funds

60% 
County

40% 
Cities

9



WWW.CO.WASHINGTON.OR.US/VRF

Why Now?

10

Getting ahead of the problem…
• Putting off road maintenance is like 

not seeing the dentist until you need 
a root canal

• Road conditions will get worse until  
major repairs become necessary

• $1 spent on road maintenance now 
saves $5 to $10 in repair or 
reconstruction costs later

•



WWW.CO.WASHINGTON.OR.US/VRF

Next Steps…

Washington County residents will 
vote this fall on a local VRF
(Measure 34-221) 

• If approved, the VRF would take 
effect January 1, 2016

11
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Simply Put…

12

Less of this…



WWW.CO.WASHINGTON.OR.US/VRF

Simply Put…

13

More of this…



WWW.CO.WASHINGTON.OR.US/VRF

Questions?

Go online: 
www.co.washington.or.us/VRF

Contact:
Stephen Roberts
Communications Coordinator
stephen_roberts@co.washington.or.us

14



General Fund 
(MSTIP) 

$31.5 million
47%

Road Fund 
$24.8 million

40%

Special Districts
(URMD, NB CSD) 

$4.0 million
6%

System 
Development 

Charges (TDT, NB 
SDC)

$3.6 million
5%

Other (Permits, 
Grants, etc.)
$1.7 million

2%

Fiscal Year 2012-13 Budgeted Transportation 
Revenues

($65.6 million total)

WWW.CO.WASHINGTON.OR.US/VRF

Total County Transportation Funding



Weight Mile Tax
$5.7 million 

23%

State Vehicle 
Registration
$6.6 million 

27%

State Fuel Tax
$11.7 million 

47%

County Fuel Tax
$0.8 million 

3%

Fiscal Year 2012-13 Road Fund Revenue
($24.8 million total)

WWW.CO.WASHINGTON.OR.US/VRF

Road Fund Revenues



Miscellaneous 
(incl. Dept. 

Administration, 
Debt Service, 

Road Engineering 
and Road Survey)
$2.4 million  10%

Transportation 
Planning

$1 million  4%
Road Improvement

$1.5 million  6%

Road Surface
$8.6 million  34.9%

Traffic Operations 
&  Maintenance

$4.7 million  19.2%

Vegetation 
Management

$2.1 million   8.6%

Bridge Operations
$0.86 millon  3.5%

Drainage 
Operations

$3 million  12.4%

Landscape 
Maintenance              

$0.4 million  2%

Statutory Bike/Ped 
Allocation

$0.3 million   1%

Fiscal Year 2012-13 Road Fund Spending 
by Category

($24.8 million total)

O&M = Operations & Maintenance
WWW.CO.WASHINGTON.OR.US/VRF

Road Fund Spending



2012 funding  gap = $10.5m
2021 funding  gap (projected) = $22m

Forecasted Funding grows at approx. 3% annually while Projected Needs grows at approx. 5% annually
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WWW.CO.WASHINGTON.OR.US/VRF

Increasing Needs
Funding gap expected to double within 10 years



FY
2008-09

FY
2009-10

FY
2010-11

FY
2011-12

FY
2012-13

FY
2013-14

Series1 205,395,1 206,537,3 204,789,6 206,154,6 201,918,6 202,000,0

199,000,000

201,000,000

203,000,000

205,000,000

207,000,000

209,000,000

G
al

lo
ns

Washington County Fuel Sales
FY 2008-09 through FY 2013-14 (projected)

6 cent per gallon state gas tax 
increase took effect January 2011

WWW.CO.WASHINGTON.OR.US/VRF

WashCo Fuel Sales



Proposed 
County VRF

23%

State Weight-
Mile Tax

18%

State Vehicle 
Registration Fee

20%

State Fuel Tax
37%

County Gas Tax
2%

Maintenance Funding Percentages by Source with 
Proposed VRF

WWW.CO.WASHINGTON.OR.US/VRF

Maint. Funding w/VRF



        

      

    

   Our Challenge
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Why a VRF? 

 • User-based 
 • Complements existing sources 
 • Stable over time 
 • Practical and cost-effective to 

administer 
 • It’s a local solution – funds stay in 

Washington County 

        WWW.CO.WASHINGTON.OR.US/VRF

Every dollar spent on road 
maintenance now saves $5 
to $10 in repair costs later. 

A Local Solution — Vehicle Registration Fee 
 
 

Washington County residents will decide this fall on Measure     
34-221, a local VRF, as a solution to funding road maintenance. 
 

Proposed Fee 
 

 • $30 per year for most passenger cars and trucks owned by 
residents and businesses ($2.50 a month) 

 • $17 per year for motorcycles and mopeds 
 
Use of Funds 
 

The VRF would generate about $12.8 million annually to be split 
between the county (60%) and the cities (40%) 
 

 • State law requires funds to be used exclusively for roads  

Maintaining roads is becoming more difficult 
 

 • Current funding is not keeping pace with our needs 
 • Gas tax revenues are projected to decline 
 • Costs keep climbing 
 • Bigger and older system 
 • Growing maintenance backlog 

 
 

  

 

Why Roads? Why Now? 
 • Roads are a lifeline, community 

connector and economic driver 
 • Support our local economy 
 • Protect our quality of life 
 • Critical for emergency response 

when seconds count 
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Friends of Historic Forest
2014 Tour of Historic Homes

Sundoy,September 28 | 7:00 - 5:00

Advancetickets I S12 untilg/27
FG/Cornelius Chamber of Commerce
Urban Decanter, A Framer's Touch
Corner Antiques and Collectibles
On li ne at historicforestgrove.org

Tickets day of tour
Old Train Station | 19th and Main

12:30 - 3:00
Adults StS I Seniors S12 | Students Sz

Children under 12 free
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COMPASSION, GENOCIDE and
The OTHER

MICHAEL STEELE, Holocaust Scholar
and

D.K. LUBARSKY, Holocaust Sculptor

Sunday, September 21, 2014
at Pacific University

Forest Grove, Oregon

I - 2:30 PM; Pacificis U*ttosulthgd'Proiessor Steele
will speak and lead discii3iion in

Taylor-Meade Performing Arts Center

2:45 PM D.K. Lubarsky will present I 2 sculptures
from her world-renowned collection of Holocaust Images

at the Pacific University Library

General Admission: $ 20.00
Students & Seniors: $10.00

: -, (r,gqeedq be1efit P.E,O,,lclnplarship Fund5
Sponsored by p.f.O. Oiegon Chapter f l "' , ,,' '':.

Main
Text Box
P.E.O. is a philanthropic organization where women CELEBRATE the advancement of women; EDUCATE women through scholarships, grants, awards, loans, and stewardship of Cottey College and MOTIVATE women to achieve their highest aspirations.  For more information go to www.peointernational.org/about-peo.



NORTH PLAINS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, INC.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

FINANCIAL STATEMENTAugust 12 - September 9, 2014

General

Money 

Market Total

Bank Balance as of August 12, 2014 $7,696.68 $7,923.21 $15,619.89 

Ordinary Income/Expense

Income
08/15/2014 - Chamber Lunch Proceeds $41.00 $0.00 $41.00

08/15/2014 -Golf Proceeds - Tri-Star Properties $345.00 $0.00 $345.00

08/22/2014 - Membership Fee - Abbey Creek Winery $100.00 $0.00 $100.00

08/31/2014 - Money Markey Interest $0.00 $0.07 $0.07

09/08/2014 - Membership Fee - Knodel $135.00 $0.00 $135.00

TOTAL INCOME $621.00 $0.07 $621.07

Expenses Cleared

08/12/2014 - CK # 1167 - Master Inc - Magnets $163.00 $0.00 $163.00

08/18/2014 - CK # 1166 - Impact Signs Co - Banner $300.00 $0.00 $300.00

08/18/2014 - CK#1169 - Mike Soto - Thur Mkt Music $125.00 $0.00 $125.00

08/25/2014 - Bank CK - Kim's Styling - Chamber Rent $100.00 $0.00 $100.00

08/26/2014 -CK # 1171 - Cynthia Hirst - Lunch & Supplies $234.86 $0.00 $234.86

09/03/2014 - POS - Deposit Slip Order $48.40 $0.00 $48.40

09/05/2014 - POS - Vesta Virgin Mobile $20.00 $0.00 $20.00

TOTAL EXPENSE $991.26 $0.00 $991.26

BANK BALANCE AS OF STEMBER 9, 2014 $7,326.42 $7,923.28 $15,249.70

Checks Outstanding

CK # 1170 - Nikki A Jones - Thur Mrkt Music $75.00 $0.00 $75.00

CK # 1172 - Bede Murphy - Thur Mrkt Music $125.00 $0.00 $125.00

CK # 1173 - Corporate Division - Registry $50.00 $0.00 $50.00

CK # 1174 - City of North Plains - 4th of July Donation/Grant $1,000.00 $0.00 $1,000.00

TOTAL OUTSTANDING $1,250.00 $0.00 $1,250.00

CHECKBOOK BALANCE $6,076.42 $7,923.28 $13,999.70

Main
Text Box
AGENDA ITEM #5



Paid for by Oregonians Against the Misleading Labeling Measure, P.O. Box 8828, Portland, OR 97207 

Oregonians Against the Misleading Labeling Measure  
P.O. Box 8828 
Portland, OR 97207 
 
August 6, 2014  

Cindy Hirst 
North Plains Chamber   
PO Box 150  
North Plains, OR 97133  

Dear Cindy,  

I am writing on behalf of Oregonians Against the Misleading Labeling Measure, a statewide 
coalition of Oregon businesses, farmers, food producers, consumers, and taxpayers who are joining 
together to oppose the costly and misleading labeling measure that has been proposed for the 
November statewide ballot.  If passed, it would impose costly new mandatory labeling regulations 
for food and beverages offered for retail sale in our state.    

I am writing to ask the North Plains Chamber to join our coalition in opposition to this measure. 
Members of our coalition worked to defeat a similar measure in Oregon in 2002, and statewide 
coalitions like ours joined together in both California and Washington to successfully defeat 
misleading labeling proposals in those states in 2012 and 2013 as well. This measure’s Oregon-only 
labeling requirements would harm industries across our state.   

A key to the successes in defeating these measures in Washington and California was a strong 
grassroots effort enlisting a broad statewide coalition of organizations and individuals to join 
together in opposition.  These coalitions included farmers, doctors, scientists, community leaders, 
businesses and organizations from all walks of life.  We are working to build a similar broad-based 
coalition to defeat the proposed measure here in Oregon. 

I have attached some information for your review, along with a coalition membership form that 
would allow us to list your organization among the growing list of groups from across the state who 
are opposed to this measure.    

We hope the North Plains Chamber will join us in working to defeat this badly written, costly and 
misleading proposal.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me at (503) 363-
7084.   

Thank you for your consideration of this important request.  

Best regards,  
Sara Miller 
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IP 44 is an extreme, costly and misleading food labeling measure proposed for the November 
2014 Oregon statewide ballot.   
This proposed measure would mandate complex and misleading food labeling regulations in 
Oregon that don’t exist in any other state – hurting local farmers and food producers, and costing 
Oregon consumers and taxpayers millions.   
 
Promoters try to claim their proposal is a “simple” measure to require the labeling of genetically 
engineered (GE) foods -- often referred to as “GMOs.” In fact, it’s a complex, badly written 
measure that would impose added costs, extensive bureaucratic requirements and new legal 
liabilities on Oregon farmers, manufacturers, retailers and food companies – without providing 
consumers with accurate or reliable information about the foods we buy. That’s why family 
farmers and agricultural groups from across our state are joining together to oppose this measure. 
 
This poorly written measure would increase grocery costs for Oregon families without providing 
accurate or reliable information about the foods we buy. 
Complying with this measure’s complex labeling regulations and bureaucratic requirements would 
increase costs for farmers, food manufacturers and grocery stores by hundreds of millions of 
dollars.  Those costs would ultimately be passed on to Oregon consumers in the form of higher 
grocery prices.  In fact, economic studies of similar proposals that were rejected by voters in our 
state as well as in Washington state and California estimated that the mandatory labeling 
requirements proposed under this measure would increase grocery costs for an average family by 
hundreds of dollars per year. 
 
Furthermore, this measure would mandate that misleading, inaccurate and unreliable information 
be included on food labels for Oregon consumers, by requiring tens of thousands of common food 
products to be labeled as “genetically engineered” – even when they’re not themselves genetically 
engineered or don’t contain any detectable GE ingredient.  Thus, the measure does not even 
achieve its purported goal of telling consumers which foods contain “GMOs” and which do not. 
 
IP 44 would cost Oregon taxpayers millions of dollars.  
This measure would require the state to monitor labels on tens of thousands of food products in 
thousands of stores — costing taxpayers millions.  A study of a similar GMO labeling measure 
defeated by Washington voters last year, Initiative 522, concluded that state enforcement of that 
measure would have required approximately 200 full-time equivalent employees at a cost of $22.5 
million annually. And, when the Oregon Department of Agriculture studied a similar measure 
which was defeated by Oregon voters in 2002, it estimated that enforcing the measure’s Oregon-
only labeling regulations would cost taxpayers $118 million over ten years.  
 
IP 44 conflicts with existing nationwide labeling standards that already provide consumers with 
accurate and reliable information about GMOs. 
Existing food labels already give consumers the option to choose foods without GE ingredients if 
that is what they prefer by choosing products labeled “100% organic” or “non-GMO.” There are 
thousands of such products available on grocery store shelves, and unlike IP 44’s poorly written 
regulations, these national labeling standards provide consumers with reliable and accurate 
information about the foods they buy.   

Paid for by Oregonians Against the Misleading Labeling Measure, P.O. Box 8828, Portland, OR 97207 
v6.20 



Results for
recent food-
labeling
initiatives

California
Proposition 37
(2012):

No: 51.4 percent

Yes: 48.6 percent

Washington
Initiative 522
(2013):

No: 51.1 percent

Yes: 48.9 percent

Food-labeling initiative w ould sow  confusion: Editorial

bates.jpg

Scott Bates, co-sponsor of the GMO labeling initiative, praises "an entire army of people" mobilized by the

signature gathering effort. He says the momentum will carry over into a grassroots campaign that will help

the measure pass in November. (Yuxing Zheng/The Oregonian)

The Oregonian Editorial Board By The Oregonian Editorial Board 

Email the author | Follow  on Tw itter 

on July 03, 2014 at 2:22 PM, updated July 04, 2014 at 9:05 PM

Backers of an initiative that would require labels for food produced using genetic engineering turned in

more than 155,000 signatures this week, virtually guaranteeing a spot on the November ballot. Similar

initiatives having failed in California in 2012 and in Washington in 2013, it's now Oregon's turn on the label-

it movement's west-coast swing. With any luck, voters here will do justice to the state animal, the beaver,

commonly known as nature's engineer.

OK, so trotting out an oversized rodent (no offense, Oregon State) is a cheap stunt rather than an

argument in favor of a position. But what's the argument used by the initiative's backers? There are many,

it turns out, and none justify labeling.

You can find a hodgepodge of arguments listed in the text of the initiative and,

separately, on the backers' w eb site. They include environmental concerns,

labeling requirements in other countries, a desire to protect organic farmers in

Oregon, even consumers' undefined "personal" reasons. All of these serve an

overarching principle, which is that "Oregon consumers have the right to know

whether the foods they purchase were produced with genetic engineering ..."

The right-to-know rationale does have some appeal and sets the stage for a

potentially effective response to the inevitable campaign-spending spree by big

agribusinesses. Labeling proponents will say, "See. They're trying to hide the

truth from you," as if consumers were unwittingly scarfing down Soylent Green in

a corn-chip bag. (Soylent Green is people, by the way, if you haven't seen the

movie.)

Clever though the campaign may be, the consequences of victory would be highly

deceptive, which is ironic considering that one of the initiative's stated purposes is to "reduce and prevent

consumer confusion and deception ..."

The federal Food and Drug Administration does not require such labeling because there is simply no

scientific or nutritional basis to do so. This is a point FDA Commissioner Margaret Hamburg reiterated in

March by explaining to a House subcommittee, "The fact that a food contains GE ingredients does not



constitute a material change in the product." Corn is corn.

What, then, is a consumer to believe when confronted in a grocery store aisle by a product labeled "in clear

and conspicuous language," "Produced with Genetic Engineering"? Probably that the stuff may be riskier to

eat than other foods. So why take the chance?

Labeling advocates are smart enough to limit their health-related claims, and for good reason. As the

National Academy of Sciences concluded in a 2004 report on genetically engineered foods, "To date, no

adverse health effects attributed to genetic engineering have been documented in the human population."

If that had changed in the years since, you can bet labeling advocates would be trumpeting it. Instead,

they argue that genetically engineered foods, which have been around for many years, have not yet been

proven safe. Horrible things are just around the corner, in other words. Just wait.

If advocates were really concerned about consumer confusion, they'd tell them to buy products that are

organic or otherwise free of genetically engineered material. But the label-it movement is less concerned

with preventing consumer confusion than it is in stigmatizing products of which activists don't approve. If

consumers come away believing genetically engineered stuff is unhealthy, so much the better.

Oregonians surely have a range of views on genetically engineered foods, including concerns about

pesticide and herbicide use and antipathy for large companies that produce genetically engineered plants.

Nonetheless, they should resist the call to require what is, in effect, a misleading scarlet letter on consumer

products. Mandatory food labels should display nutritionally relevant information, not ideology. 

© 2014 OregonLive.com. All rights reserved.



NO on 92 Coalition 
Business / Organization Coalition Member Form 

Our organization/business OPPOSES Measure 92, the badly-written, misleading labeling initiative on the 
November 2014 Oregon statewide ballot.  

Measure 92 would mandate costly and unreliable food labeling regulations in Oregon that do not exist in 
any other state.  It would unfairly hurt Oregon farmers, food companies and consumers, create more 
state bureaucracy, cost Oregon taxpayers millions and increase grocery prices for Oregon families by 
hundreds of dollars per year.   

You may list my organization/business publicly as a member of the NO on 92 Coalition, the official 
coalition of Oregon farmers, food producers, taxpayers and consumers who who oppose this poorly 
written initiative. 
 

 
Name of business or organization 

 
 
Mailing Address City, State   Zip 

 
 
Name of officer signing (please print) Contact person for your business/organization 

 
 
Title of officer signing Daytime phone number of contact person 

 
 
Signature of officer Date signed Cell phone number of contact person 

 
Number of members / employees   

E-mail address of contact person 

 
If yours is a business group, about how many Oregon jobs do your members provide? ___________________ 
 
 
Please check the applicable boxes below: 

[ ] Our group/organization is willing to help in other ways. Please call the contact person designated above to let 
us know what we can do to help support a NO vote. 
 
[ ] In addition to listing our group/organization as a member, please add my name (i.e. the signing officer) to the  
list of individual members. 
 

Please return this completed form to: 
 

NO on 92 Coalition 
P.O. Box 8828 

Portland, OR 97207 
Phone: (877) 443-6688 

Fax: (877) 297-3245 
Email: Join@VoteNOon92.com 

 
This voter information paid for by NO on 92 Coalition, P.O. Box 8828, Portland, OR 97207

mailto:Join@VoteNOon92.com


 
 

ABOUT SIGNING THE MEMBER FORM 
 
 
Thank you for becoming a member of the NO on 92 Coalition. Below are answers to some 
common questions about our membership forms and membership in our coalition.  
 

1. Signing a member form simply confirms membership in the NO on 92 Coalition – the 
statewide coalition of Oregon farmers, businesses, taxpayers and consumers who urge a 
NO vote on Measure 92.  

 
2. Signing a member form does not obligate you to contribute time or money, attend any 

meetings or make any public statements. Members are welcome to become more 
actively involved in coalition activities. However, any further involvement beyond being 
listed as a supporter is entirely voluntary.  

 
3. To show the breadth of our membership, lists of our members may be used in materials 

such as fact sheets, brochures, letterhead and possibly in advertisements. By signing this 
member form you are giving permission for our coalition to list your name publicly as a 
member and of our campaign to defeat Ballot Measure 92 on the November 2014 
Oregon statewide ballot. All statements in our campaign material will be based on 
verifiable facts and information, and all publications and activities of our coalition will 
be conducted in strict compliance with all relevant state laws and regulations.  

 
4. All lists of individual members will note that any titles and affiliations are for identification 

purposes only and do not imply the endorsement of affiliated businesses, 
organizations or groups unless expressly indicated.  

 
5. Member contact information will be used solely for communications between our coalition 

and members. Member contact information will not be sold or provided to any other 
groups, organizations or businesses.  

 
 
 

For more information, please contact us at:  
 
 

NO on 92 Coalition 
P.O. Box 8828 

Portland, OR 97207 
Phone: (877) 443-6688 

Fax: (877) 297-3245 
Email: info@VoteNOon92.com 
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North Plains Chamber of Commerce

From: Public Affairs Counsel <pacounsel@pacounsel.org>
Sent: Friday, August 08, 2014 3:13 PM
To: 'admin@northplainschamberofcommerce.org'
Subject: No on Measure 92 Coalition 
Attachments: NO on 92 Individual Member Sign-Up Form.pdf; No on Measure 92 Fact Sheet.docx

Dear Cindy,  

We are reaching out to individuals in Oregon and asking that they sign on or join the coalition.  We would appreciate any 

help that you could provide us forwarding this message out to your membership.  Our goal is to get a list of names, and they can 

list their occupation as, small business owner.   Here is a draft email that can be sent out and it can either come from you or 

come from me and the coalition.   

Thanks, 

Sara Miller   

 

Dear Chamber Member,  

 

I am writing on behalf of the No on Measure 92 Coalition.  This is a statewide coalition of Oregon businesses, farmers, 

food producers, consumers, and taxpayers who are joining together to oppose the efforts to mandate labeling of all genetically 

engineered products.   

We are asking that you sign‐up and add your name and occupation as a member of the coalition in opposition to 

Measure 92.  For example, we’d like to list your name and then small business owner, to our groups of supporters.  This was a 

highly effective tool that was used to defeat similar ballot measures in Washington and California.    

The measure, as drafted, puts new requirements that would hurt Oregon farmers, food processors, and consumers, 

while costing families more at the check‐out counter.  I have attached a fact sheet for your review that highlights some of the 

major problems with this measure.  I have also attached an individual sponsorship sheet as well as some background 

information on Measure 92.   If you have any questions, please let us know.  We look forward to your support. 

 

Please email sponsorship forms to us at pacounsel@pacounsel.org or mail the sponsorship forms to the No on 92 Coalition at 

P.O. Box 8828, Portland, Oregon 97207. 

 

Best regards, 

XXXX 
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NO ON MEASURE 92  
 
Ballot Measure 92 would require the labeling of certain foods that contain genetically 

engineered products.  We ask that you join in opposition for these key reasons: 

 
 Measure 92 would hurt Oregon farmers, food processors and consumers.  Food labeling 

regulations should be set at the federal level so that farmers, small businesses and food 
producers are treated equally.  

 
 Existing labels already provide consumers with a more reliable way to choose products made 

without GMOs by choosing foods labeled “organic” or “non GMO.”   
 
 Measure 92 is so badly written that it won’t tell Oregonians what is in their food. 

Specifically, it would fail to tell Oregonians what ingredients in foods are GMOs, or what 
percentage of each product contain GMO ingredients. 
 

 The measure exempts two-thirds of foods we consume. 
o Alcoholic beverages  
o Packaged foods and to-go items sold by restaurants  
o Food served in restaurants and cafeterias  
o Meat, eggs and milk from animals fed genetically engineered feed  
o Grain, food for pets, livestock and other animals  

 
 Many foods would be labeled even if they contained no GE ingredients. And many other 

products would be exempt even if they were made with, or contained, GE products. This 
measure would not help Oregonians who want to know what’s in their foods consumed. 

 
Measure 92 would hurt Oregon family farmers and small businesses 

 
 If farmers grow GE and non-GE crops, they would have to install separate and costly systems 

for growing, harvesting, packaging, processing and transporting them.  
 
 They would have to develop extensive recordkeeping systems to track every step and provide 

“sworn statements.” Measure 92 also allows any citizen to file lawsuits against farmers, 
small businesses and food manufacturers over alleged violations of the act.  
 

 All this would place our Oregon farmers and food processors at a competitive disadvantage 
in national and global markets.  

 
Measure 92 would also harm Oregon taxpayers, families, and consumers.  
 
 Not one, but two government agencies are designated to enforce its provisions. These 

agencies will have to hire more staff and do inspections and tests on thousands of products.  
 

 Measure 92 will inevitably mean more government regulations. 
 
 Measure 92 will cost the average family of four hundreds of dollars each year, not because of 

the labeling costs involved, but because food processors will remake products to avoid the 
GMO label.   



NO on 92 Coalition 
Individual Member Form 

I OPPOSE Measure 92, the badly-written, misleading labeling initiative on the November 2014 Oregon 
statewide ballot.  

Measure 92 would mandate costly and unreliable food labeling regulations in Oregon that do not exist in 
any other state.  It would unfairly hurt Oregon farmers, food companies and consumers, create more 
state bureaucracy, cost Oregon taxpayers millions and increase grocery prices for Oregon families by 
hundreds of dollars per year.   

You may list me publicly as a member of the NO on 92 Coalition, the official coalition of Oregon farmers, 
food producers, taxpayers and consumers who who oppose this poorly written initiative. 

 
 
Name Signature 

 
 
Current occupation or job title* Employer 

 
 
Mailing address City, State, Zip 

 
 
Cell phone number Email address 

 
 
Other contact number Date signed 

 
On the lines below, please list any other notable current or former titles or affiliations you may  
have, including other job titles, organizational positions, awards, etc.  
 
Other current or former titles or affiliations:* 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Titles and affiliations are for identification purposes only and will be indicated as such on any published lists. 
 

 
Please return this completed form to: 

 
NO on 92 Coalition 

P.O. Box 8828 
Portland, OR 97207 

Phone: (877) 443-6688 
Fax: (877) 297-3245 

Email: Join@VoteNOon92.com 
 
 

This voter information paid for by NO on 92 Coalition, P.O. Box 8828, Portland, OR 97207 

mailto:Join@VoteNOon92.com


 
 

ABOUT SIGNING THE MEMBER FORM 
 
 
Thank you for becoming a member of the NO on 92 Coalition. Below are answers to some 
common questions about our membership forms and membership in our coalition.  
 

1. Signing a member form simply confirms membership in the NO on 92 Coalition – the 
statewide coalition of Oregon farmers, businesses, taxpayers and consumers who urge a 
NO vote on Measure 92.  

 
2. Signing a member form does not obligate you to contribute time or money, attend any 

meetings or make any public statements. Members are welcome to become more 
actively involved in coalition activities. However, any further involvement beyond being 
listed as a supporter is entirely voluntary.  

 
3. To show the breadth of our membership, lists of our members may be used in materials 

such as fact sheets, brochures, letterhead and possibly in advertisements. By signing this 
member form you are giving permission for our coalition to list your name publicly as a 
member and of our campaign to defeat Ballot Measure 92 on the November 2014 
Oregon statewide ballot. All statements in our campaign material will be based on 
verifiable facts and information, and all publications and activities of our coalition will 
be conducted in strict compliance with all relevant state laws and regulations.  

 
4. All lists of individual members will note that any titles and affiliations are for identification 

purposes only and do not imply the endorsement of affiliated businesses, 
organizations or groups unless expressly indicated.  

 
5. Member contact information will be used solely for communications between our coalition 

and members. Member contact information will not be sold or provided to any other 
groups, organizations or businesses.  

 
 
 

For more information, please contact us at:  
 
 

NO on 92 Coalition 
P.O. Box 8828 

Portland, OR 97207 
Phone: (877) 443-6688 

Fax: (877) 297-3245 
Email: info@VoteNOon92.com 
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North Plains Chamber of Commerce

From: North Plains Chamber of Commerce <admin@northplainschamberofcommerce.org>
Sent: Sunday, September 21, 2014 11:52 AM
To: All North Plains Chamber of Commerce Members
Subject: North Plains Chamber of Commerce Regular Member Meeting Minutes for September 9, 2014
Attachments: NPCC Regular Member Meeting Minutes 09-09-2014 Sent 09-21-2014.pdf

Attached are the meeting minutes from the September 9, 2014, Membership Meeting. 
 
Please let me know if you are not able to open the file. 
 
 
Cindy Hirst 
North Plains Chamber of Commerce 
Secretary 
503-647-2207 (Chamber) 
503-647-4600 (h) 
503-314-5065 (c) 
hirst@q.com 
chirst811@gmail.com 
admin@northplainschamberofcommerce.org 
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